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NEWS FROM THE SOCIETY

We have had a busy summer starting in April when we put a large selection of our photographs on
display in the restaurant at the Six Bel1s. Our trip to Dover in May was fully booked and everybody
thoroughly enjoyed a fascinating day out. This year the school is celebrating its 350'h anniversary
and they invited former May Queens and their Escorts to attend the 2010 ceremony. We provided
historical information and put on a pictorial display covering the school, may queens and maypole
dancing. Our earliest photograph of maypole dancing in the village is dated 1907. Jane Lilley is
providing all the text for a book concerning the history of the school this has proved to be a
daunting task but the text is now complete and hopefully the publication will be available soon. We
had a small stall on Village Day in July and as usual people were very keen to see our photographic
collection. Recently we have been looking very closely at al1 the beautiful woodcarvings in the
church. As a result we have been doing a lot of research into who actually did the carvings and
when. This culminated in a well attended illustrated talk given by Jane on the 20th July and her
reputation has quickly spread as she has now been asked to give the talk again to the Dorking Local
History Group in February.

In July we had a visit frorr Paula and Bill Brady who flew in from Dublin to research Paula's family
name of Sadler. The result of our research can be found in one of the articles in this magazine. At the
same time Sue May from Hildenborough in Kent was visiting the village researching her King
fainily and we were able to give her much genealogical infonnation and to inform her that a number
of her descendants were blacksmiths in the village. She will be returning to the village at a later date
and has promised to exchange infonnation.

Sylvia McPhee came back to the village to photograph the carvings in the church done by her
grandfather Percy Weller who was kil1ed in the First World War. Percy had a brother called Ernest
who was also ki11ed in that conflict and by sheer luck Sylvia saw that his medals were to be
auctioned. She put in a bid and was successful in obtaining them.

On the 1Oth September, as part of the Mole Valley Heritage Week we organised a'Wander around
Newdigate'. The theme of this year's Heritage Week was Georgian Surrey. This represented a
problem for us as the eighteenth century actually passed Newdigate by, especially with regards to
buildings, as to our knowledge only three houses were constructed during this period. On our walk
we passed two of therr, namely Sturtwood (slightly pre-Georgian!) and the site of Loompits at
Oakview House.

On the 20th September we had our AGM after which Matthew Alexander, former curator of
Guildford Museum, gave us a talk about the significance of May Day. He described the permanent
Tudor maypoles which were frowned upon by the Puritans and subsequently dismantled. After the
Education Act of 1870, when schooling became compulsory, John Ruskin encouraged schools to
incorporate old traditions in their curriculum. The first recorded rnalpole dance in Newdigate took
place at Newdigate Place in 1907 and was arranged by Mrs Janson. It is possible that with her love
of the Arts & Crafts Movement she had been influenced by the writings of Ruskin. The first May
Queen Ceremony took place at the school in 193 1 and Matthew was somewhat surprised as
generally the crowning of the May Queen and dancing round the maypole took place at the same
time. The AGM was a very brief affair with the minutes of the previous meeting being approved and
the Chairman's Report adopted (reproduced later). The committee was re-elected en-blocwith



the exception of Diana Salisbury who, although keen to still be involved in historical matters, wished
to resign from the committee. Diana is an early member and her contributions to the committee will
be greatly missed. The Chairman also requested that a small team should be founded to record the
inscriptions on the graves in the churchyard. A start was made as Jim Elliot agreed to help. A vote
was taken and it was agreed that that the Society's name should change to the Newdigate Local
History Society as it better reflected our activities. There being no further business the meeting duly
closed.

In this magazine I have written about the re-building of the Six Bells Bam and Terry Beedle recalls
his Newdigate childhood in verse. There is the article about the Sadler family, a piece about the
stained glass window that may have been installed in the north aisle ofthe church and an interesting
story about the discovery ofan old photograph.

We have arranged for Tom Cole from the Woodland Trust to talk to us about Ancient Trees on the
24th January 20ll at 8.00 pm at the Village Hall.

SADLER FAMILY John Callcut & Jane Lillev

In July, Paula and Bill Brady flew over from Dublin and spent tr,vo days with us. Paula's maiden
name was Sadlier and her grandfather (bom Sadler) was baptised in Newdigate and later settled in
Belfast. She came over to discover more about her family's life in Newdigate.

The earliest Newdigate baptismal record is that of Henry, illegitimate son of Elizabeth Elliott
(Sadler) on24.3.1782.In June 1784 Elizabeth Elliott of Charlwood delivered a male bastard, James
Sadler, in Newdigate. The father was declared as Henry Sadler a labourer from Ifield.

We then have a marriage of James Sadler to Sarah Ede onthe 28.12.1784 and they had the following
children:

3.4.1785 - John baptised at Newdigate
1787 -lnfant baptised and buried at Charlwood
1788 - Sarah baptised at Charlwood
1790 - James baptised at Charlwood

There is another baptism at Newdigate on the 18.11.1798,that of Elizabeth, daughter of James and
Elizabeth Sadler.

On the 25.1.1803 Henry Sadler Elliott (buried at Newdigate 8.6.1863, aged 81) married Ann Charr
(buried at Newdigate 6.10.1852, aged 75) at Newdigate and they had the following children all
baptised at Newdigate:
26.6.1803 - Henry s. of Henry and Ann (Sadler Elliott)
25.2.1805 - James s. of Henry and Ann (Sadler Elliott)
I 8. 1 . 1807 - Mary d. of Henry and Ann (Sadler Elliott)
21.1.1811 - Ann d. ofHenry and Ann (Sadler)
A note in the register recalls the following - 'I certify that my daughter Lois Sadler was baptised in
the church in or about June 1812 - signed by Henry Sadler'. Lois was buried at Newdigate on the
I 5.4.1899 aged 95)
17.7.1815 - Thomas s. of Henry and Ann (Sadler) - labourer. (buried at Newdigate 17.9.1815, aged
I I weeks)



30.3.1817 - Eiizabeth d. of Henry and Ann (Sadler) - labourer.

The i841 census shows Lois as a selvant to the schoolmaster, John Chart, at Loompits House. She
could have remained working for the Chart family for all her life as the 1881 census shows her as a
nurse and domestic seflr'ant to Hannah Chart and living at Loompits. This building has been
demolished and replaced by a late Victorian/Edwardian detached house called Oakfield House
(formerly Fairholme).

Moving on to the next generation:

Henry Sadler (b1803) married Arabella Tarrant (1802-1877) in Croydon on the 22.10.1831. They
had the following children baptised in Newdigate:

16.9.1832 - Henry s. of Henry and Arabella Sadler - labourer (born 25.8.1832)
15.2.1835 - Harriett d. ofHenry and Arabella Sadler - labourer (bom 31.12.1835)
2.4.1837 - James s. of Henry and Arabella Sadler (born 19.3.1837)
19.5.1838 - George s. ofHenry and Arabella Sadler (born 18.4.1839)

Henry died in 1859 and on the 3.6.1861 Arabella married James Anscombe of Westcott at
Newdigate Church and her father is described as James Tarrant - shepherd. Ann died in 1877.

Of their children Harriett rrarried William Kempshall, a 35 year old widower, at Newdigate on the
22.10.1859 and had nine children. George became a railway guard and lived at St. Pancras in
London with his wife Jemima and three children George H ( 1 866), Walter W ( 1 869) and Charles S
(1870). James married Elizabeth and whilst living or staying at Broad Lane in Newdigate, they had
their daughter, Clara, baptised atNewdigate on the 28.12.1864. He is described as a Corporal in the
Royal Horse Ani11ery. The 1891 census finds James and Elizabethliving in Co. Durham and
described as a Naval Pensioner - he died there in i 903 .

The very last Sadler entry for Newdigate is the rnarriage of George Sadler, a 26 year old groom from
Betchworth, to Alice Capon, a 24 year o1d servant from Newdigate. This was on the 3. 10. I 896.

Sadly, there are no Sadler gravestones recorded.

Paula was delighted to learn of an article written by Jane Lilley (NS Magazine 71, dated December
2006) which describes the living conditions of Arabella Sadler. We quote the relevant section:

'Amongst the Newdigate Society files is a photcopy of an auction notice dated 1 859. The fiustees of
Thomas Baker were selling two cottages in Newdigate Village. The cottages are not named, but it is
possible to identify where they were. Both have sinced vanished, but the descriptions give us a
glimpse of the conditions under which very poor families lived.

Lot 1 was described as a freehold cottage built of brick and weather ti1e, containing a kitchen, pantry
with oven, and one chamber. It had a small garden, and was situated on the north side of the road
from Newdigate to Beare Green. The tenant was Mrs Arabella Sadler, who paid f3.10s rent per
annum, the landlord paying a1l the rents.



The cottage, described as being on the north side of the road from Newdigate to Beare Green, was
on Kingsland, against the edge of the Brocus. This means that it was one of a little row of cottages
which stood between the stream at the foot of Buckhurst Meadow and the edge of the road. They
were almost all demolished in 1901 to clear the site for the Village Hall, and the stream is now piped
under the hall.

The tenant, Mrs Arabella Sadler, was living there at both the 1851 and 1861 censuses. In 1851 she
and her husband were living in an un-named cottage, together with three children aged I 8,1 6 and 1 1 .

The children were all in employment, the boys as farm labourers and the girl as a dornestic servant.
The burial register tells us that Arabella's husband, Henry, died in 1859 of a fever two months before
the auction. But in 1861 Arabella was still living in the same cottage although al1 the children had
left home. By 1871 she had also left, and there is no further record of her in the parish.

Although it is difficult to identiff individual cottages with cefiainty in different censuses, Arabella's
cottage seems to have been built in the 1840s and disappeared before 1881, suggesting that it was
poorly built. The cottage appears to have been built on the garden ofthe cottage next door, probably
because the owner was short ofmoney.

The description of the cottage as being built of brick and weather tile may mean that it was brick-
built and tile-hung. But it is more likely that although the ground floor had brick walls, the upper
storey had a light timber frame suppofiing battens with hanging tiles on the outside and plaster on
the inside. Such cottages were a compromise between timber framing and brick building, and were
built from about 1780 onwards when timber wasexpensive and bricks becoming cheaper. The
impression is that the cottage was built on a very small budget, and the ground floor walls may have
been offour-inch brickwork and without foundations.

The cottage was two-roomed, with a single kitchen/living room downstairs and one bedroom above
it. The 'pantry with oven' will have been a tiny lean-to against the back or side. Ovens were brick-
built and heated by burning faggots of wood in the oven itself, the ashes being swept out before
bread was cooked in the residual heat.

The cottage will have been both small and low. It is likely that the eaves were ten feet or even less
from the ground. The rooms were probably ten or twelve feet square, and would have had six feet or
less of headroom downstairs; most surviving squatters' cottages have had the downstairs floors
lowered at some time to give more height. The bedroom was cerlainly half in the roof and probably
open to the rafters, with one or two tint windows tucked low down, under the eaves. It is hard for us
to imagine how two adults, two teenagers and a child could live in such a small space, but large
families living in two or three small rooms were quite coflrmon in the late eighteenth and much of
the nineteenth centuries.

The description does not say what the roofcovering was. As a tiled roofwould have been considered
better quality than a thatched one and less likely to need expensive maintenance, the absent of
comment suggests the cheaper but less durable thatch. This would also be lighter, which would be
more appropriate if the upper floor was timber-frarned.

It is clear that estate agentsr language has not changed, and the'small'garden ofArabella's
cottage must have been tiny. There must have been a basic privy in the garden, although it is
not mentioned and would not have taken up much space, and faggots for the fire had to be



stored somewhere. There is unlikely to have been enough space left to grow usefu1 quantities of
vegetables or keep a few chickens or a pig.'

Paula left Newdigate and went home to Dublin with a much clearer idea of her ancestors and how
they lived.

School Days at Newdigate - By Terry Beedle

What happened to my school friends?
Still young and also pure

Hope they had great futures
Sadly I'm not so sure

We used to learn the bible
Study history as well

Counting and subtracting
Reading how to spell

Geography about the world
Learning French at class
Science in the laboratory
Look at test tube glass

Painting outside the art room
Drawing a lady on a swing
Music all upon the stage
Teacher rrade you sing

Woodwork I found difficult
My skil1 was bad you see

After all the headaches
At least there was PE

When at iast we a1l 1eft school
Finished, heard last bell

Everyone went their own ways
I hope they all did well



Newdigate - By Terry Beedle

Inside garage leave the car
Get out that old bike

Travel slowly just as far
Even when you hike

Outside in the fresh air
Walking can be fun

Looking now at nature's fare
Undemeath bright sun

Wander down lane or street
Rambling meadow and field

Smelling flowers, pollen sweet
Countryside now yield

Listening to birds that sing
Watch fishes in a lake

Distant church bells chiming ring
From dawn until daybreak
Memories of a young boy

Never will they date
Always happiness with joy

My village, Newdigate

Paper Boy - By Terry Beedle

Wake up really early
On bike by six o'clock

Sometimes outside waiting
Frozen like an ice block

Papers marked and ready
Loaded in the bag
Often very heavy

Shoulders they would sag
Wintertime cold and dark
Rain, hail, frost, ice, snow

Dogs barking, growling, snarling
Great big teeth would show

Summer time was better
Tall enough to reach
If luck you could pick
Apple, plum or peach

Christmas time a bonus
Although got chapped lips

Envelopes with cards
Always inside tips

Paltime was Saturday
Clothes bought, you felt cool
Every morning for two hours

Before you went to school



SAVING THE SIX BELLS BARN John Callcut

If you parked your car in the Six Bells car park on a rainy day in early 1 996 you would have seen a
sorry and neglected looking bam. It had a leaky, corrugated iron roof and the rain poured through on
to piles of rubbish lying on the floor. A closer look would see that the south side had completely
collapsed and all the sill beams had rotted away as a result of the barn having been dragged offits
brick plinth sometime in the 1960s, to enlarge the car park. Much to the chagrin of our friends we
decided that this was going to become our 'dream' home. We were warned that the project would
create many arguments and possibly divorce but we went ahead and the six months in which it took
to complete the project proved to be a most interesting and rewarding period. We were determined
that this poor barn was going to be restored to life.

The barn was originally built in the late sixteenth century and was a three bay threshing bam. Com
would have been piled high on a cart and driven through the high double doors at the front. The
grain was then separated from the husks and straw by beating on the threshing floor and the two sets
of doors to the back and front would be left open to provide a through draft for winnowing. Com
sheaves would have been stored on one side ofthe bam. A picture taken ofthe pub in the 1920s
shows the barn much further back than its current position and a picture taken in the 1960s shows it
further forward and another bam at right angles to it adjacent to the road. Thus the barn had been
moved at least three times in the previous century.

The late Charles Smith used to keep his car in the bam next to the road and he remembered it being
demolished - he also remembered in the late 1920s that a tramp lived in our barn!

The owner of the pub and barn at the time was Tony Pugh and he had a dilemma. The barn
was Grade Two listed, in a conservation area, and had to be kept in good order. It was going
to cost thousands of pounds to put it back into some sort of repair to satisfy Surrey Heritage



and having done so, what could he use it for? It was a rnillstone around his neck so he applied for
planning pennission to convert it into a private home. At this time in 1996 the Council's preference
was for barns to retain their original form and although this was clearly impracticable the plans were
approved by just a single vote on the 23'd January 1996. At this time we were living in rented
accommodation at Misbrooks Green so we were in an ideal situation to make an offer for the
dilapidated barn and a piece of the pub car park. There was a problem in agreeing the price as the
owner had an idea of what he wanted to get for the plot and we had an idea as to what we wanted to
pay which resulted in a f,10000 discrepancy. The funds obtained from the sale of the barn were
intended to be used for building the restaurant on the back of the pub so Tony came up with a
compromise which suited both parties. When the diggers were in doing the footings for the
restaurant he would instruct them to dig all our footings and remove the waste without charge - thus
a satisfactory agreement was reached.

With the help of Barbara Capel, on a co1d, frosty February morning, we surveyed the tirnbers in the
barn and although a number of beams were totally rnissing it became clear that it was completely
slanmetrical so it was not difficult to make a drawing. We identified that the bam was constructed
using 213 different oak beams. Both tie beams clearly came from another building and probably pre-
dated the bam by several hundreds ofyears one ofthem had rotted and had been heldiogethei by a
metal brace which in turn had failed to do its job and the whole beam was supported by two pieces
of timber which had been wedged in. There were originally eight jowl posts (the carpenter selected
the trunk of the tree where a branch was growing and this enlarged head was used for supporting the
tie beam and wall plate) and only four remained complete, three just had the top section intact and
one on the south side was completeiy missing. All the sill beams were llng wet and rotten on the
ground thus there was nothing to support the frame and the south side had totally collapsed and the
rest of the frame would surely have followed in a short period of time. There are 57 timbers in the
east elevation (facing the road), including the roof, out of which only 28 were completely intact.
Similarly in the west elevation 28 timbers out of 66 were intact, in the north elevation 16 out of 30
were intact and in the south elevation 1 out of 30 were intact. In both cross sections all the timbers
were intact. In total about 40o/o of the tirnbers were intact, 20oh needed major repairs and 40oh were
either completely rotten or totally missing.

The purchase was completed on the l3th May 1996 andwe formally appointed Les Fidler of Leigh
as our main contractor. We had got to know him when he was building Chestnut Tree Cottage and
he was very proud of his family's history in the building trade going back several generations. He
was also very enthusiastic and keen to staft on the project.

We had to attend to the prelirninaries such as aranging contractors insurance and public liability
insurance and we had to arrange finance through the Midland Bank. One of our very first meetings
was when we showed the site to the bank manager, Malcolm Browne, and Les said to him'very ni-e
to meet you - you must be a man with a very vivid imagination, !!

Work started on the 1Oth June 1996 on a pleasant warm day. Les Fidler and his tearn of
Steve chapman, Mark Newell and Darren Hooper assisted by my son, Richard who was
back from university, started removing the corrugated iron roof. They then built a
frame from scaffolding poles and covered it with tarpaulin and carefully numbered and
stored each timber in this temporary store. The main tie beam, which had been wedged in
place and braced, was severely bent so it was placed on two trestles in the opposite direction to the
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bend and ieft in the open. Within a week the site was cleared and a trench dug for archaeological
inspection.

We made a decision to work very carefully with the loca1 council, the buiiding regulation people and
Surrey Heritage and as a result had our first meeting on site on the 20th June. We found that we
would need a fire wall on the south elevation due to the neamess of the building to our next door
neighbours. It was found that we were eight inches too close and everyone said that the barn had to
be in the same place. When I showed the meeting the photographs of the bam in two different
positions they instantly agreed that they could not object to the bam being moved slightly to the
north. Thus by working with the officials as opposed to against them our first obstacle was
overcome.

The building work for the restaurant at the pub coincided beautifully with our planning and the rren
came in and dug all our footings and spread the waste on the field behind. In order to create
sufficient head room it was necessary to dig down by one metre, thus although from the front the
bam appears to be the same height as originally built, it is actually lower and this can clearly be seen
from the rear. Concrete was laid in the footings and a 'raft' built to form the floors which was
completed by the 12th July. This had been stlghtly delayed because early in the month we had
incessant rain and water was lying everywhere in dirty brown puddles. The trench which had been
dug out for the services next to the road completely collapsed but Les and his team just calmly
looked on and dealt with the problem.

The first brick work was put in and the outline of our back patio and retaining walls could be seen. It
was decided to build the garage first so that it could be used for storing equipment and brewing tea.

A timber frame was built as a platform to support the original timbers and two oak trees, which had
come down in the 1987 gale, were purchased for the price of f2500. We wanted to use local timber
as the original barn was made from Newdigate oak, so it seemed right that replacement wood should
come from the same source. Also the colour of new and old would eventually be the same. A
cornplete 'cutting list' of all the required timbers was made and new si11 beams were laid on the
platform. On the 21't July the very first original timber was replaced the main post of the north
side. The bent and damaged tie beam was hoisted into position and a metal tension bar was inserted
so cleverly that it could hardly be seen. The beam slotted perfectly into the jowl post probably for
the first time in decades. Rotten pieces of timber were cut away from beams and new pieces were
scarfed and pegged in prior to re-erection. Gradually all the old beams were replaced and the frame
could be seen again in all its g1ory.

The interior rooms were constructed from timber and an exterior, load bearing frame was built on
the outside of the structure giving the building the appearance of a packing case. The first feather
edge was put up on the exterior on the 20th August and by the beginning of September it was
complete and the interior planning took place. At this stage we did not know whether the bedrooms
would be upstairs or downstairs neither did we know where the stairs would be situated and we did
not have provisions for a front door! It became much easier to make decisions whilst standing in the
actual building rather than from looking at drawings. We had a meeting with Dr Nigel Barker of
Surrey Heritage with three items on the agenda. We had discovered that from the angle of the mortices in
the roofcollars that the bam would originally have been half-hipped, we had decided to have the stairs in
the front ofthe barn and needed a front door, and the recommended exterior paving was originally
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going to be Staffordshire blues but they were very expensive and we would rather use brick. Dr
Barker agreed to all these changes. We also decided to have the bedrooms downstairs and our living
accommodation upstairs which meant that all the roof timbers would remain exposed.

We ordered the handmade roof tiles from Keymer Tiles and these were all in place by the end of
September. The cladding had been inserted and electrics and the under floor heating was installed
and at the end of September the plaster boarding was started. When this was finished and painted
and doors and railings put in, the place really looked habitable.

Mark Newell, the carpenter, then went away and built all the window frames which were double
glazed. The two front windows were deliberately sloped downwards so as not to reflect light from
the sky and thus would not be noticed by a casual passer-by. We then discussed with him the designs
for the kitchen, fitted cupboards etc. and we asked him to imagine that he was a carpenter in the yiar
1900. Using illustrations from Gertrude Jekyll's book'Old West Surrey'he produced all the
fumiture in that style. Choosing tiles and bathroom and kitchen fitments was great fun and gradually
our home was nearly complete. on the 2nd December amid much excitement we moved in.

When renovating an old building a decision has to be made as to whether to use old tiles and old
timber or whether to use new materials. In conjunction with Surrey Heritage we opted for the latter
course which means that in two hundred years time a researcher would be able to say 'ah that was
part of the 1996 reconstruction.' There could be no confusion.

The project was pretty well completed to budget. The original purchase price was f60000 and the
total construction costs came to just over f 103,000. Les Fidler and his family later bought a marina
in Earith in Huntingdonshire and moved away but we are sti11 in contact with Steve Chapman.

The Six Be1ls Bam was Comrtended by The Surrey Historic Buildings Trust and the citation read as
follows:

'The assessors were impressed by the enterprising and well researched manner in which the
conversion of this sixteenth century timber framed barn had been carried out by the owners with
their son and their builder. The barn appears to be the only survivor of a group of timber framed
buildings relating to the adjacent Six Bells Inn. It was very severely dilapidated and would probably
have been lost had it not been obtained for conversion by the present owner.

The frame was measured, analysed and its condition recorded timber by timber. It was completely
dismantled and the ground below excavated to a depth ofone metre to obtain head height for the two
storey accommodation. Foundations and retaining walls were built and plinth walls constructed to
receive the re-erected frame.

Roof and frame members were carefully repaired, retaining the maximum amount of original timber
possible, and using traditional jointing techniques. In one position a damaged tie beam wis saved by
using a discreet steel tensioning rod.
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The barn was rebuilt with a new load bearing frame and a small wing added at the rear to house a
bathroom and utility room. The exterior has been lap-boarded to traditional finish, new openings
being kept to a minimum, and from the front in particular great effort has gone into preserving tie
original bam appearance rather than presenting it as a house.
The assessors admired the enthusiasm of the owners and their close liaison with the County
Conservation Officer and applauded their success in saving an important landmark in the village. it
was felt that in re-building with a new load bearing frame the exterior of the building had lost
something of the appearance of age which repair in situ might have retained, but it was recognised
that this had been a necessity in order to achieve the aciommodation required. Overall it was
considered a remarkable achievement, fully deserving a commendation.,

In reality the load bearing frame was built not to achieve the required accommodation but to support
the original frame which would not have had the strength to hoid up floors etc. However, if tne new
frame was removed, in the words of the Conservation Officer 'the old frame would still retain its
integrity'. In other words it would not fall down.

Hopefully our little bam will be safe for many hundreds of years to come and I hope that future
occupants have as much fun and enjoyment in living here as we have had. Certainly more than the
tramp of 1920!
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THE WINDOW THAT NEVER WAS John Callcut

In magazine number 78 we described how Andrew Loutit had discovered that his great aunt,
Theodora Salusbury, had made the stained glass window of the Virgin and Child/St John, which was
dedicated to William and Maud Lowe. It is immediately to your 1eft as you enter the church and is
strikingly beautiful and totally different from all the other stained glass windows.

Andrew has been along to the London Metropolitan Archives in Camberwell and has seen the
original petition for a faculty to erect the glass. Much to his surprise there were two faculties granted

the one to Maud Lowe and a second one to the memory of Arthur Gabriel Morrish who died on the
4th September 1936 which was to be erected in the nonh aisle where the Janson window, by
Geoffrey Webb, is now situated The petition states:

'The estimated costs of both sets of windows was f250 of which f,(left blank) has already been paid
and the balance will be defrayed by the families of the said Maud Mary Lowe and Arthur Gabriel
Morrish.'

The proposed window was to be adapted from a design that Theodora Salusbury had made for
Birstall in Leicestershire in 1925 entitled the Parable ofthe Talents.

The Guildford Diocesan Advisory Committee visited Rev. Ward and felt that this particular comer
of the church was quite dark which could explain why the Janson window has a lot of plain glass in
the design.

We do not know why the Salusbury glass was not installed nor do we know very much about Arthur
Gabriel Morrish who was bom in 1869, the son of Sir Thomas Buxton Morrish JP, a goldsrnith. In
1 936 he did contribute to a General Fund so perhaps he lived locally but just outside the parish. One
of the committee members was R.S.Morrish of Uplands in Cobham and he may have been Ralph
Stewart Morrish the son of James Jeffrey Morrish who lived at Stoke d'Abemon at the beginning of
the century. James and Thomas were brothers which would make Arthur and Ralph cousins.

This picture shows the window at Birstall and gives an idea as to what the north west corner of the
church might have looked like.

THE BEYFUS FAMILY AT HOLMWOOD John Callcut

Sometimes research can take us along fascinating paths. I recently had an enquiry from Kathy
Atherton who had been shown a large photograph (1000mm x 750mm), dated 1893,of a young girl
aged about ten or twelve. The photograph had been found in a shed and the owner was anxious to
return it to any descendants of the little girl. The one clue was a name, Mr Beyfus, written on the
back who, according to Kathy, had lived at Daisy Lodge in Mid Holmwood.

I soon found that Mr Beyfus was in fact Angelus Beyfus. His father, Marcus, was a British
subject from Hamburg who lived in Hackney with his wife Mary and their four children,
Marcus (1844-\922), Angelus (1855-1937), Rosa (b.1856) and Emma (b.1857).
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Angelus became a wool broker and in 1883 married Minnie Locks in Hackney. They had three
children - Dorothy Minnie (1884-1948) who married, firstly William Beech in 1915, and secondly
Arthur G.T. Camey h 1946. She is probably the girl in the picture and did not appear to have had
any children.

Laurence Arthur (1900-1959) married Amy Anne Victoria Davies (1900-1978) in 1929 and they too
did not appear to have had any children . The third child was Norman Beyfus (1891-1975) who
married Florence Noel R. Barker (1898-1974) in 1926 and later married Edith B. Royce (1900-1979)
in 1954. Norman and Florence had two girls. Angela (b.1930) who maried Anthony C
Darnsborough in 1958 and Drusilla (b.1927) who became a joumalist for the Daily Express and
married the theatre critic Milton Shulman (1913-2004) in 1956. They had three children.

Jason M. Shulman (b.1963), Alexandra (b.1957) who became editor of Vogue Magazine and during
her editorship featured pictures of Kate Moss and coined the phrase 'heroin chic', and Nicola
(b.1960). In 1987 Nicola married Constantine Edmund Walter Phipps, 5th Marquis of Normanby and
they have three children. The ancestral home is Mulgrave Castle in Yorkshire which they lease to
Elle McPherson for four months during the shooting season and his worth is estimated at f,143m
(information from Wikipedia).

The picture has now been retumed to the family.

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT _ 2O1O AGM

Once again we have had a busy year and I hope that you have enjoyed the events we have organised.

We held a host of talks in the Village Hall and here is a reminder. A year ago at the AGM, Kathy
Atherton gave us a talk about the Holmwood and introduced her new book on the subject. Since then
she has taken over the important position of driving the Dorking Museum forward and we wish her
the very best of luck. In November, John Hyde gave us a fascinating talk about antique jigsaws and
in January, Terry Wooden and Peter Bennett from the Westcott Local History Society, gave us an
interesting talk about their village. lt was good to exchange views and ideas with this lively group.
Sir Geoffrey Chandler's talk entitled 'Why doesn't Britain do better * are we to blame' was well
attended and the lively discussion that followed was testament to the thought provoking speech that
we all enjoyed. We have done a lot of work researching the wood carvings in the church and as a
result Jane Lilley gave us an illustrated talk on the subject in July. This talk was extremely well
received as Jane interweaved the various objects shown on the screen with the history and
development of the church. Our visit to Dover Castle was fully booked and a happy day was had by
everyone.

We have attempted to make our history more accessible to the public. We had all our archives on
display as part of the 2009 Mole Valley Heritage Week and in April we showed many of our
photographs in the restaurant of the Six Bells. We also had a small stand at Village Day. As part of
the school's 350th celebrations, during the crowning of the May Queen cerernony, we held a
photographic exhibition ofpictures ofthe school, past and present, and maypole dancing, the earliest
of which went back to 1907. For this year's Heritage Week we took a group on 'A Wander around
Newdigate' which concentrated on Cudworth and the Small-Holders Association.
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We held our second Schermuly reunion in March which consisted of an informal get-
together of past employees. We were presented with more memorabilia for our files and
recorded many mernories - this looks as though it will develop into an annual event.

We constantly receive requests for genealogical information from the general public and we
are often able to provide illusive infonnation. we are very forhrnate to have so much
infonnation at our finger tips and lucky indeed is the researcher who has ancestors who lived
in Newdigate!

Over the next year we are hoping that the fiuits of our labours will appear in a number of
publications. For Jane Lilley, most of this summer has been taken up in producing a
definitive book about the history of the school. This has been a demanding task, as ihe
deadline was short, but we do look forward to seeing the finished article. We are also hoping
to produce a booklet about the 'Woodcarvers of Newdigate' and the 'Newdigate Limekiln'.
we have nearly finished a leaflet about the history of the brickworks which we will
distribute to the occupants of the Mulberries in the hope of encouraging them to join the
Society. My opus about the village during world war one is now nearly finished and is
going through the checking stage the next job will be to try and find a publisher.

I mentioned in my last report that we were working on recording the monumental
inscriptions in the church yard. This was first done in the 1890s and again in the 1970s but
this project has rather stalled over the past twelve months. As the years pass by, inscriptions
slowly fade and graves get covered over so it is important that they are recorded for
posterity. We would like to create a team who would be willing to work together to see this
project reach a conclusion. Any volunteers?

I would like to thank the Comrnittee for their work over the past year and record my regret
that Diana Salisbury will be standing down. Her father was one of the founders and Diana
has been on the Committee since the Society started in 1984. We will miss her. Thanks are
also due to Gina Mitchell for producing a1l our co1ourfu1 posters, Donald Thwaites for proof
reading the magazine and Barbara Capel for providing a wonderful venue for our meetings.

You will see on the agenda that we are proposing to change our name to the Newdigate
Local History Society. We feel that this better reflects the nature and aims of our Society.

Finally, subscriptions are now due and can be paid today and can I also urge you to try and
introduce new members who, as you know, will always be rnade most welcome.

John Callcut September 2010
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