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NEWS F'ROM THE SOCIETY

Almost since the Society was founded in 1984 we have kept scrap books which consist of every

reference to Newdigate which can be found in the Dorking Advertiser. These cuttings are main news

stories, advertisements, house sales, sports reports etc. and represent apotted history ofthe village.

The late Peter Monk did this work until 2004 and Eileen Tuppen has been doing it ever since. Eileen

has now decided to step down and we thank her for maintaining this impofiant aspect of our work.

We local historians are very good at digging out snippets about the past but not so good at recording

current events, which in a few years time will become someone else's history. Diana Salisbury has

very kindly agreed to take over from Eileen.

Diana has added a few more thoughts regarding Alan Wheeler's article in the last magaztne.

'After it had been the electrician's shop (Mr Francis) my parents bought it in the early fifties and

opened a haberdashery shop called The Needlework Box. This was very popular with the ladies of
course. It was closed in 1958 and a tenant opened a cafe called The Copper Kettle. I think the lady

came from Beare Green. Among the tenants who lived there were the Blanks family and the

Boorman family. My parent finally sold up and the building reverted to being just a family home but

the name of the cafe can still be seen in the concrete in front of the main door, by the bay window.'

Have you read about the new science centre that is planned to be built in the heart of the Amazon

with more than six miles of walkways through the canopy of the rain-forest? The Amazon Charitable

Trust, which is backing this f,6.4m scheme, will bring together scientists from the Royal Botanic

Gardens, universities and other organisations but it will also bring jobs for Brazilian tribes and

attract eco-tourists. So why do I mention this ? Well the managing partner of the Trust is Robert

Pastey-Tyler who is descended from Sir Henry Whatley Tyler and his wife Margaret (nde Pasley)

who donated the organ in Newdigate Church. He is also descended from Admiral Sir Thomas

Paisley who dropped the 'i' from his name in tribute to Lord Nelson after he lost his eye in Corsica.

We have recently had two excellent speakers, so for those who missed them, we have briefly
summarised their words and turned them into an article. I promised you the story about the rape at

Newdigate Rectory in 1854 which Bob Bartlett mentioned in his talk. This is a shocking story, so if
you are of a sensitive give it a miss. The rectory in question was demolished in the mid 1870s. From

the picture you will see that it looks picturesque but apparently it was very old and in a poor state of
repair. Many timber framed houses had rooms that could only be entered by passing through another

room and this was a key element of the case.

During Jane Lilley's research for the book 'The Woodcarvings of St. Peter's Church' she was

indebted to Richard Ede who found a newspaper report and a poster describing a play that was

performed in Horsham to raise money for the new pews. She has delved further into this and

produced an arlicle lor this magazine.

On the 13th March Les Lockett gave us a beautifully illustrated talk about our national parks, with
special emphasis on the South Downs.

We recently had a visit from David Watson from Somerset and his son who are descended from
William Farnell-Watson. We are hoping that they will be able to let us have a history of the family
and the lsleworth brewery. We have a copy of a picture of William Farnell-Watson with his keeper

and dogs, and David informed us that the original has just sold for f20,000 at auction. It describes

the scene as being at Henfield but we think that this is an error as the scenery, which was much

sparser then! looks as if it is at the family home of Henfold.



I have recently been in touch with Andy Weller who has written a book about the Weller family. It
includes references to Newdigate and Rusper and full details can be found in this magazine.

We have recently had a visit from two ladies from Mickleham who will be setting up a local history
socief covering Mickleham and Westhumble. This should be an interesting project as that area is
rich in history. We were able to tell them how we sta:ted in 1984 and how we maintain our archives
at the Village Hall.

FUTURE EVENTS 2012

7'h April
An Easter Stroll starting at the Six Bells at 10.30am. The walk is just over three miles and will
include a stop at Tanhouse for refreshments. There are a few stiles en-route.

July
A visit to the refurbished Watts Gallery - more information to follow.

3rd July
Guided tour of the Ibstock Brickworks at North Holmwood. Meet in their car park at ll.30am.
Please contact John Callcut (01306 631 148) to book your place.

Coming in the Autumn
Schermuly re-union and 'Ask the Experts'. Do you want to know about your house or road then this
is your chance to find out. Lots of pictures will be available to view. Date and venue to follow.

RECEI\T TALKS John Callcut

David Ansell gave us a delightful talk on the 29th November 201 1 about the building firm C.Ansell
& Sons which has been building and renovating houses in the area since 1791. The firm has been run
by successive members of the Ansell family and since David's retirement has been run by his son,

Richard.

David left school in 1947 and joined the family firm as an apprentice carpenter riding eight miles to
work with his tools perched on the handle bars of his bike. The working week in those days was 52
1/2 hours but he leamt a wide range of skills which stood him in good stead when he took over the
firm. He expressed his concems about the cunent apprentice system and is currently offering his
experience and advice to the Govemment.

He then spoke about how materials have changed. Good quality timber used to be shipped from
Russia to Shoreham and their men used to go directly to the docks to make their selection. Most
timber now comes from Sweden. Paint used to be mixed on site to the required colour whereas now
a huge selection is available. When he first started work a1l houses were made from brick and he
believes that the company built the very first house in Surrey to have cavity walls. He also spoke
about the pitfalls of installing heating systems in the early days and he described several near
fatalities that he had witnessed through carbon monoxide poisoning due to poor installations.



He spoke about some of their clients and the work the firm did for the Broadwoods, Lee Steeres'

cutri.tr, Vaughan williams, wedgwoods etc and showed us a fine drawing of Leith Hill Place as it

was originatty"built. The firm also did work for the famous architect, Sir Edwin Lutyens'

He then tumed to some of their recent commissions. Eashing Bridge was thought to have been-built

uy *"rr.r from waverley Abbey and Ansells were given the job by the National Trust of completely

,.t.,ruirting it. This required siills ofthe highest order and a full description can be found on the

website. HJ showed u, pi.t r., of a f,2 million pound refurbishment of a timber framed house and

outtuitaing, at Nyetimber and described the frustrations and delays they are experiencing wgrkile

on the ctiapel ai the Savoy Hotel. Skeletons have been found which have to be studied by

archeologists and reburied in suitable grounds.

Finally he spoke about the pitfalls of using incolrect materials when repairing Horsham stone roofs'

He shlwed pi.tr.., of dry mortar lying in gutters in churches where it had failed and water was now

getting in through the roof. He showed, wiih some passion, how this type of roof should look when

Iorr."tty laid and has written a formal specification for the trade'

David brought along many fascinating archives for us to inspect. Old hand written ledgers, school

books in beautifut writing and family photographs; perhaps the most-amazing picture of a1l was a

copy of a drawing by l3"year otA fnomas Iniell completed in 1848. It showed his grandmother

.pinring and won-a national drawing prize of f 10 which was a considerable sum in those days'

Julian Womersley visited us on the 24th Jantary 2012 and gave us a fascinating talk,

He said that he was neither an archivist nor an author, a claim that we soon came to refute' Julian

Womersley gave a large audience in Newdigate Viilage Hall a fascinating talk entitled 'The Archives

of the Surrey Llnion Hunt - Unbuttoned'.

This was not a talk just about the Suney Union but it also encompassed a murder on Leatherhead

Common, the Zulu Wars and the Dowager Duchess of Marlborough!

Formal hunting started in 1798 with the union of two private packs belonging to the Leech family of

Lea Park, Godalming and the Rev. Samuel Godschall of Aibury' The posters advertising the talk

showed apicture of i hunting jacket and the buttons bearing the initials UH as in those days it was

called simply the Union Hunt.

Julian had unearthed a bill detailing the costs oftransporting a pack ofhounds from Basingstoke to

Leatherhead over two hundred year-s ago. This was a fascinating piece ofsocial history as it showed

the amount of money spent on feedin-g and maintaining the dogs compared with the wages of the

men. Oatmeal - f,13, wages for the servants 7 shillings (35p) per week!

We were shown pictures of how hunters were dressed, much of which remains the same to this day'

Apart from the followers of high fashion, the dress was sensible and practical.

A newspaper report recalled how the hounds became very disturbed as they found a decomposed

body of a woman on Leatherhead Common. It was concluded that the woman had been beaten over

the iread and was probably the wife of an itinerant tinker'

Julian has a wonderful eye for detail. He spotted that a certain william Beresford proposed the

nomination of William Gouldbum as Master of the Hunt. After his name, in very small print' were

the initials vc. Julian discovered that Lt. col. william Beresford was serving with the 9th Queens
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Lancers and was awarded his VC for rescuing a colleague at Ulundi in 1879 during the Zulu Wars.

He returned to England and met and fell in love with the Dowager, Duchess of Marlborough who

was living at Deepdene. This was a real love match, that produced a son called Billy, but was to end

in tragedy. In 1900 at the age of just 53 he swallowed a grape pip and died of peritonitis. (The

Duchess later came to Newdigate and opened Newdigate Place Fete).

A letter from a disgruntled Amie Bowring, a lodging house keeper of York Cottage on the

Holmwood, was shown to us. Written and spelt as she would have spoken, she complained bitterly to

the Union that a fox had bitten offthe head ofone ofher laying geese and she demanded recompense

of a guinea (f 1.05). Whether she received her guinea is not known.

Hopefully this gives the feel of an excellent talk. Julian Womersley's book entitled 'Sumey Union

Hunt - Our History Unbuttoned' was published ln 2007 and is now out ofprint, but copies can be

found in Guildford and Dorking libraries.

NEWDIGATE RAPE John Callcut

When Bob Bartlett gave his talk entitled 'Murder most 'Orrible' he spoke about a rape that allegedly

took place at Newdigate Rectory in 1854. This shocking case received national publicity and the

following is an extract from ThL Sheffield and Rotherham Independent dated the 23'd September

1 854.

Dorking, September 11, 1854: A state of great excitement has prevailed in Newdigate after George

Elton, 15, brother-inJaw of Hon. And Rey. A. Sugden of Newdigate and George Elphick aged 20

groom to the honourable gentleman being charged before Mr Charles Barclay and Mr George

Cubitt, county magistrates with having committed rape upon the person of a girl named Elizabeth

Crauley (sic) aged 16, housemaid in the employ of Mr Sugden; and Maria Fenn, aged 23, a cook in

the same establishment was also charged with aiding and abetting in the commission of the same

ffince. The following evidence was given after three adiournments:

Crauley, 16, in service with Sugdenfor two months. First liberty takenwas on Sunday, lj August

after l0 pm when the family had gone to bed she went out into the village and called at Mr
Farringdon's and when she came back found Elton and Elphick smoking and drinking in Elphick's

room along with Maria Fenn. She joined them for some time before going to bed in the same room

as Maria Fenn. As they were undressing Elton came through the bedroom to go to his own there

being no other way without going downstairs and back up another staircase. After Elton had gone

through she locked the door leaving the key inside, put out the candle and got into bed. Shortly

afterwartls Elphick entered the room and unlocked Elton's door letting him into the girl's room.

Elton got into bed alongside Crauley with Elphick on the side of Maria Fenn. Elphick leaned over

Fenn and took hold ofCrauley's arms and one ofher legs and as she screamed and struggled, Maria
put her hand over her mouth. Elton at the same time had his knees on her chest. Elphick carried
'Maria 

Fenn into his bedroom and in their absence Elton accomplished his purpose. Elton left and

crauley stayed in Elphick's room with Maria. In returning to her bed Elphick raped her.

Crauley told Mr Farringdon on the " September after he had said to her that there were rumours

circulating after boasting in the public house. Police were informed. Subsequently Elphick came

home when the Sugdens were out and discharged a pistol at Crauley, struck her in the neck and she

fell down. She recovered enough to leaye the house and go to Mr Farringdon who dressed the

wound.



The prisoners were committed to trial.

The Moming Post of the 17th September 1854 also carried the story under the heading 'Violation of
a Girl'. The ieport is similar to the above. They print her name as Mary Elizabeth Crauley and added

some extra parts of her disposition. A{ter 'Elton accomplished his purpose' the Moming Post added '

During thai fime I screamed for assistance, but Maria Fenn said she could not come, for Elphick

wouli not let her. Elton then left, and went into his own room. I then got up, and went to Elphick's

room, andfound Maria Fenn in bed. I remained in the room because I did not wish Elton to be in my

room again. I was at that time sitting by the window. After that I went into my own room. Leatting

Elphick and Fenn in bed. Elton came through my room again, to go to his own. As he was coming

through I requested him to ask Maria Fenn if she was coming to bed again. After Elton had gone

throigh, I wint into the bedroom and Elphick told me I should be in the family way' unless I allowed

him i repeat the olfence. He asked Maria Fenn if it should not be so. She at first replied in the

negative, but afterwards said 'Yes' and both persuaded me it would be better if I allowed it. I did not

wih it and if it was it would not be my wish. I then went back to my room and got into bed. Elphick

came in afterwards and got into bed; and notwithstanding my cries and resistance, he accomplished

his purpose. After that Elphick left me, and I went to sleep. I did not tell anyone about it till Mr
Fairingdon hacl said there was a rumour of an unpleasant nature in circulation. Elphick and Fenn

told me not to tell anyone for if I did it would be worse for me- '

George Elton and George Elphick were put on bail for the sum of f.250 and this was paid by the Rev.

Sugden and Charles Jones a Custom-house officer. The father of Mary Elizabeth Crawley (her

correct name), a well dressed old man, objected to bail being granted on the grounds that he

understood that George Elton was about to be sent to Germany and also that the bail 'was not of
sufficient competence' and should be increased to f500. This request was refused by the magistrate

and the prisoner ' who is a mere schoolboy in appearance' was liberated. Later that month at the

petty sessions in Hailsham a George Huggett was accused of giving a false character reference for
-C.org. 

Elphick which enabled him to get the position of groom at the rectory. He pleaded guilty but

said that h. *as only trying to help his cousin. The magistrate stated that it was a most serious

offence and that no person would be safe in taking servants if such practices as these were allowed to

go unpunished. He was fined f20 with lOs (50p) costs and in default to be committed to the House

of Correction for three calendar months.

The case was held at the Assize Court in Kingston on the 28th March 1855 before Baron Platt. It was

reported in the Moming Post of the 29th March 1855 and it became very clear from an early stage as

to where the judge's sympathies lay so emphasising the position of women in society in the mid

nineteenth century. The case from the extraordinary circumstances connected with it, and the youth

and high connections of the prisoner Elton, created a great deal of interest, and the court was

crowded during the trial. The prosecution was conducted by Mr Parry on behalf of the Society for

the Protection of Women.

He opened by saying 'he was sorry at having to prefer such a charge against so young a lad; who,

he believed was highty connected, and entitled certainly to rank as a gentleman; and he was equally

sorry to be obliged to inform the jury that the offince was committed in the house of a clergyman of
the Church of England; and, in addition to the other disgusting circumstances connected with it, it
would appear to have taken place on a Sunday. ' The scene was set. Mary Elizabeth Crawley was

described as a young and good-looking girl and the prisoner, Elton was the brother of Mrs Sugden.

Crawley described herself as a Roman Catholic, and that whilst she was in Mr Sugden's service, she

objected to attending his church on account ofher professing that religion. 16 year old Crawley was

thin subjected to a very long and searching cross-examinatior'the greater of whichwas not of a

character fit for publication'. She said that her master and mistress slept two rooms away and the

Rev. A. Pigott, who had officiated for Mr Sugden that Saturday, also slept the night at the rectory.
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She said that Elphick and Fenn regularly slept together and that Elphick often came into their

bedroom and slept with them both. She had not mentioned this to Mr Sugden as she thought that he

knew the situation. She denied having called Elton her little husband but admitted kissing him before

and after the occurrence took place. The report continued 'Mr Baron Platt put some questions to the

witness, in answer to which she said that she did at Jirst resist Elphick coming to bed with her and

Fenn; but he generally came while she was asleep. She said that she thought it was not a decent

thing, but she 'had not the sense' to know what to do to prevent it. Some other facts were elicited by

the iearned judge, which y)ere not of a nature to be further alluded to, but which had a tendency vety

much to damage the character and credit ofthe prosecutrix'.

The Rev. Sugden was called and he said that if there had been screaming the whole house would

have heard it. He said that he had not detected Elphick and Fenn in any improper situation but upon

suspecting they were not conducting themselves properly he had given them both notice to quit. He

also said that Elton had no reason to pass through the servants'room.

Mr Clarkson. the defence lawyer. then addressed the jury. In all his years at court he had never had a

case like this. He said that 'He should have no anxiety for the result, as far as the boy at the bar was

concerned, were it not for the prejudice that must necessarily be created by the youth and the

appearance ofthe prosecutrix, and the sympathy they were likely to excite: but still he had no doubt

ii shotrld be able to satisfy the jury that the testimony she had given could not be relied upon, and

that it would be a most unsafe and dangerous course to convict anyone upon a charge of this

description upon such testimony. He then proceeded to call the attention of the iury to the gross

immorality that was protted to have been practised by the servants in the establishment of Mr

Sugden, and he said that after the disgusting admission that had been made by the girl Crawley, it
appeared to him to be impossiblefor any reasonable man to come to any other conclusion than that

shi must have been a consenting party to all that took place that night, and it was clear that she

would neyer haye said a word about it if she had not been aware that Mr Farringdon had become

acquainted with the proceedings, and intended to inform Mr Sugden what was going on. An attempt

had been made during the course of this case to cast some sort of slur upon that gentleman , in
connection with the enquity in reference to the arrangements of his household, but it was quite plain

from the eyidence that there was not the slightest foundationfor such an insinuation and he merely

appeared to have had the misfortune of being troubled with a parcel of immoral and debauched

servants.'

The leamed judge then summed tp: 'the peculiar nature of the charge, in all such cases a most

essential ingredientfor the consideration ofthejury was, the conduct ofthe womanwho complained

of the outrage, both before and after it occurred, and the jury, in the particular case before them,

would say whether the prosecutrix, according to her own showing, had conducted herself in a
manner that would justify them in giving full ffict to her testimony. His lordship, in the course of his

observations said 't had at one time entertained an opinion that the arrangemefits of Mr Sugden's

establishment with regard to the sleeping rooms of the servants were not satisfactory; but the

eyidence entirely disproved that supposition, and there did not appear to him to be the slightest

ground of complaint against Mr Sugden in this matter.'

The jury, after a short detiberation, retumed a verdict of not guilty, and all the prisoners were

ordered to be immediately discharged from custody.

So what happened to everyone?

Maria Fenn was the daughter of a gardener and was bom in 1831. She was one of eleven children

and grew up in Long Ditton. AIler the trial she seems to have disappeared as I cannot find any record

ofher. 
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George Elphick was born in 1835 and moved back to Sussex and married Agnes Sargent at
Hailsham. He worked as a labourer on a farm and they had four children. He died at Hailsham in
1893.
The Rev. Henry Arthur Sugden was rector at Newdigate from I 852-1868 but for much of that time
he was absent' He was born in 1822 and married Annie Jane Elton at the beginning of lg54 when
she was 18. In the 1851 census Annie was living with her father, Georg-e Elton the curate of
Etchingham in Sussex, along with her mother and brothers and sisters in-cluding the defendant
George Elton, then aged 12. She would have been a similar age to the servants invoived in the case.
Arthur Sugden died in 1868 and Annie died in 1912. They are buried in the same grave in
Newdigate.
Charles George Elton was born in 1838. His father and siblings Edward (b 1842), Fanny (b 1g43),
Haffy (b 1845) and Charlotte (b 1849) are not shown in the 1861 census and as they don;t upp.u, in
the deaths or marriages one must assume that they went abroad to start a new life. His mother
Catherine and sister, also Catherine (b 1834) were lodging with the sexton of a church in
Marylebone in 1861 but they too disappear from the records aftei that date.
Mary Elizabeth crawley is a mystery as I have been unable to trace her in any records.

1853 July: Newdigate: PC Horace Henry Coe was on duty in Newdigate and whilst passing over a
footpath leading to Mr Finchley's pheasant preserves he was metly a man and after a short
conversation about the weather he was knocked down by two other menwho fell on him and with a
razor attempted to murder him by cutting his throat.

They succeeded in inflicting a wound in his neck three quarters of an inch deep and nearly
an inch and a halflong. They then ransacked his pockets and stole there from a green silk
purse containing f1.l0s in gold and a quantity ofsilver after which they dragged him for a
distance of fifty feet to a brook where they hurled him leaving him for aiia. tre poor
fellow managed to crawl away
He was a fourth class constable who on the 2l July 1g53 was dismissed for gross
misconduct

POLICE CONSTABLE HORACE HENRY COE

AMATEUR DRAMATICS ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO

Bob Bartlett

Jane Lilley

ln the autumn of 1912 St. Peter's Church at Newdigate was in the midst of a huge crisis, described in
a new publication on the church woodcarvingsl. Immensely expensive repairs to the timber tower,
the roof, and the nave floor had been required, and for some months only th. chancel had been
useable; most services were being held in the schoolroom. Intensive fund-raising was making little
impression on the debt. It was almost a side issue that the dry rot infesting the nave floor had also
affected the pews, and new pews would be required before services in the na-ve could resume.

Mrs. Janson of Newdigate Place was a local landowner and benefactor, and a very effective fund-
raiser. She offered to source new pews, have their ends carved by the young men of her
woodcarving class, and raise the money to pay for them. She was popular with ile loial gentry and
respected by the ordinary people ofthe parish, and it is much to hei ciedit that within a yJar she not
only had good oak pews, hand-carved with handsome roundels representing emblems of the church
and various saints, installed in the church, but had also raised the money to f,ay for them.



As part of the fund-raising, Mrs. Janson put on a 'fu11-length' play, which was performed in

Newdigate, Holmwood and Horsham. It was a major undertaking, produced in under three months.

It is mentioned several times in the parish magazines, but recently John Ede found a copy of a

playbill for the Horsham performance in Horsham Museum, and then located a review of the play

from the West Sussex County Times. Amateur dramatics were very popular before and after the first

world war, and together these three different sources give us a fair idea ofwhat the play was about

and what was involved in putting it on.

The first performance was in Newdigate, in the old school building on the site of the present George

Horley Place. This was always known as 'the Schools', because although it was a single building, it
housed both the main school and the Infants, who had their own room and mistress and were treated

as a separate school. In 1912the main schoolroom was the larger of the two places in the village

where entertainments could be held. The Village Hall (then called the Village Club) had been built
in 1901, but it was only half the size of the present hall and housed the Men's Club, which was

dispossessed when other activities took place. As time went on the hall was increasingly used for
concerts and other entertainments, until in the 1920s funds were raised to extend it, including a stage

where the present storage rooms are; later a separate club room was built.

But that was in the future. In 1912, the only place to stage a play was in the big schoolroom, which

normally housed two large classes separated by a folding partition. It was always an unsatisfactory

venue. The work involved in moving the desks and putting out other seating was considerable - the

desks were probably still doubles with attached seats, and it is difficult to imagine where they

stacked them - and they a1l had to be put back afterwards. Before a school entertainment the

children were sometimes given the aftemoon off, so that the schoolroom could be got ready for the

evening, but other functions had to wait until school ended before they could prepare. The play was

performed on the evening of Friday 23'd November, and it must have taken a huge amount of work

from a team of volunteers to clear the room, set out the seating, and prepare the stage w'ith backdrop

and other scenery in the four hours or so between the children leaving school and the curtain rising.

There were three performances, one each at three different venues. These were al1 different, and

considerable ingenuity was needed to produce a scene-set which could be adapted very rapidly. The

performance at Holmwood was only twenty-four hours after the one in Newdigate, although there

was then a two-week gap before the final night at the King's Head Assembly Room in Horsham.

We can only guess at the work involved, but in the parish magazine Mrs. Janson thanked Mr. Clark

(probably Frank Albefi Clark, who rented what is now 1 Brook Cottages and its orchard from Robert

J. Sparks) for his hard work in 'erecting, altering and enlarging the different stages and otherioinery
work'. Mr. W. Wilkins (William Wilkins, of Burghurst, Parkgate Road) 'painted the delightful

scene free ofcharge'.

The play was entitled 'At Ye Signe of Ye Sugar Hearte', although the printer of the parish magazine,

working from handwritten copy, misprinted this as 'Ye Sign of ye Sugar Hearts'. It was 'amusingly

and cleverly written' by 'an Irish lady and her friend', named in the review as Miss Marie Boileau

and Jonathan Earle, and originally performed for the breaking up pa.rty of a large boys' school at

Twyford, near Winchester. Miss Boileau must have been a friend of Mrs. Janson and probably

stayed with her; she certainly attended the performances at Holmwood and Horsham.

The playbill lists the principal actors with their parishes of residence. They were drawn from

Newdigate, Horsham, Warnham and Capel, and were undoubtedly friends of Mrs. Janson whom she

knew to be competent at amateur dramatics. The Newdigate players were Mr. Steeds the

schoolmaster, and Miss Iris Irwine and Mrs. Seyd, who rented Hallings Hatch and Cidermill Hatch

respectively. The stage manager was Mr. H. Cathcart, presumably Herbert Cathcart who rented Hill
Bungalow (since replaced) on Village Street; he was billed as 'manager to Mr & Mrs Kendall', who

l0



by implication were well-known local actors. In a village which was still dominated by farm
labourers, all four belonged to the small circle of well-off middle class who moved in overlapping
social circles with Mrs. Janson. Fourteen of the schoolchildren also took part, and the schoolmaster
Mr. Steeds, Miss Hackwood, the daughter of the previous schoolmaster, and Mr. Cathcart spent
considerable time drilling them in their roles.

The play was set in the time of King Charles II, and the king appeared briefly on stage, together with
the Earl of Clarendon. The plot is not entirely clear, and frequent errors in the review lead to
ambiguities, but we know that the scene was a village green with its pub, run by Dame Ticklepenny.
Her charming grand-daughter Phoebe Lolipop was to be wed unwillingly to a sour sexton. Mr.
Steeds played a schoolmaster, with Mrs. Seyd and Miss Bowcott, from Warnham, as the head
scholars, and fourteen boys and girls from 'Newdigate Church Schools' playing other pupils. The
scholars were dressed in purple gowns, caps, black hose and knee breeches. Five of the Newdigate
children had speaking parts: four scholars, played by Vera Butcher, Isabel Brett, Arthur Collinson
and Albert Wyatt, and Charlie Wyatt as a smocked ploughboy who 'created much merriment by his
bucolic pertnesses'.

Although the parish magazine only refers to a single p1ay, the Horsham playbill also includes "'The
Kiss" . . . an entertaining light sketch' set in 1770. It had only four parts, played by the main actors
from the 'Sugar Hearte', and featured a false-nosed highwayman described in the programme as

'The Stranger', a half-scared powdered and be-patched young socieff beauty, a Bath J.P. and a

landlady. The newspaper review reported that the 'Costume Plays' were very successfully given at

Newdigate and Holmwood, indicating that it was part of all three performances.

The Kiss was a one-act play, while At Ye Signe of Ye Sugar Hearte, which was described as being
'full-length', may have had two acts. Hard seating was not conducive to long plays, and the
sixpenny seats at the back were probably backless benches. The plays may have used the same set;

the action in both centres on an inn, and it would be very difficult to change the scenery and
backdrop on a makeshift stage with little space backstage.

The plays were rehearsed and produced in perhaps ten weeks. The main actors were drawn from the
well-off, educated middle class who rubbed social shoulders with the likes of Mrs. Janson and had
the time to learn and rehearse their parts. Probably they rehearsed mainly at Newdigate Place, which
had the space for such activities. Gathering the principal actors, stage manager, and Mrs. Janson in
one place for rehearsal was only possible because, unlike most of Newdigate's population, they all
owned either a traditional pony and trap or the still uncommon motor car (with a chauffeur to drive
it); the Horsham players may have come by train to the station at Beare Green and been met there.
Miss Bowcott, from Warnham, had furthest to come. Her name is hand-written on a slip of paper
pasted over the original name on the playbill, but although this could be because she was a late
replacement for the original actor, a correction ofa printer's error is perhaps more likely.

Seats at the Horsham performance were priced at three shillings, two shillings, one shilling, and
sixpence, according to their position in the Assembly Room and the type of seating. The prices at
the other venues were presumably similar. We can guess from the takings that the audiences were
quite large, with perhaps fifty at Holmwood and three times that number crammed in at Newdigate.
The Horsham audience was apparently disappointing; 'the whole of the front and back of the King's
Head Assembly Room was filled with an appreciative audience but the second seats were very
sparsely occupied'; nevertheless it took f1 1 9s. Expenses were f7 12s. 1 I d., and must have covered
the costs of materials for the backdrop, scenery and costumes, and perhaps hire of a vehicle to
transport them to each venue. Nevertheless, the plays made some thirty pounds profit, a very
considerable sum, which was put towards the f250 needed to pay for the pews.

I
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Mrs. Janson took on the job of ordering new pews, arranging for their carving, and fund-raising for
them in the autumn of 1912. They were installed in blocks between February and September 1913,
and dedicated barely a year later, on 8th October 1913. The Pew Fund was closed at about this time,
with Mrs. Janson giving a final generous contribution to complete their purchase. The plays which
contributed to their acquisition are long forgotten, but the pews remain one of the features of
Newdigate church.

1 The Wood Carvings of St. Peter's Church, Newdigate, by Jane Lilley,2012, f,10, available from
John Callcut, Six Bells Bam, Newdigate.

A JOURNEY OF ASCENT - A FAMILY SAGA
by Andy P Weller (ISBN 978-l-84624-649-4)

Here is a book described in the publisher's press release as "a gripping family saga tracing nine
generations of a family from the sixteenth century to the Great War: 350 years of social revolution,
agricultural and industrial transformation.

Andy's story is based upon his own family from The Weald and includes the life and times of the
family in Rusper and in Newdigate. The press release goes on to say "Weller has not rewritten
history here: he has brought the reality oftimes past to vibrant life in a novel with huge appeal for
anyone with an interest in English history from the perspective of the common man."

For fans and followers of Charles Dickens the book takes the reader on a joumey that will also
prove to be ofgreat interest.

Copies of the book, in hardback only, are available from good bookshops and through internet
outlets. including Amazon.

THE CANADIANS IN NEWDIGATE John Callcut

Pete Lilley found an article in the Summer 2005 edition of the Falcon which relates to the time when
the Canadian 48th Highlander Regiment was based in Newdigate from the 16th July to the 2nd

October 1940. I have been in contact with the editor, Col (ret) Geordie Beal, who has promised to
put a piece in the magazine and appeal to anyone who was serving at the time. We wait to hear. Here
is the section of an ar-ticle by Bill DeHarte relating to Newdigate and entitled 'Memories from under
the Kilt'.

' Back to Aldershot and then to Newdigate, rain and mud. As a result, half of "A ' Coy. took off, and
on retuming they were put in the digger. But we had no digger. There was a duck/fish pond on the
estate, and from one side a circle oftrees. The Pioneer platoon strung barbed wire around this are4
three or four bell-tents set up, and we had a Regimental detention camp. The gate was four boards
nailed together, wound round and round with barbed wire and hung with wire for hinges to a spot
where two trees were about four feet apart. Once this gate was closed, the barbs on the fence readily
"locked" into barbs on the gate, and opening the gate became quite a chore. One carefully (those
barbs were sharp) untangled a couple, and as you were starting on the next one, the first ones swung
shut again, and you started over.

l3



One day the duty signaller in the B.O.R. heard the 2 ilc say to the R.S.M. that after lunch they would
go and inspect the detention camp. A hurried call to the "C" Coy. H.Q., (we were duty Coy. guard
then) that day, and a mass search for inmates began. A lot of them were down visiting pals in the
Coy. lines, but two of them, along with two of the guards were in Newdigate having a pint. Everyone
was back in place in time. The gate-guard was told to open the gate. He leaned his rifle against a tree
(the R.S.M. shuddered) and tackled the barbs on the gate. He got it almost open a couple of times
with the 2 i/c stewing, till finaliy one of the inmates said "What are you doing?" The R.S.M. said
"We are coming to inspect." The inmate said "Well come on over here", walked about ten feet
down, took a stick to hold the top strands high, stepped on three or four lower strands to lower them,
and opened a path seven feet wide. The inspection proceeded in dead silence.

At Newdigate we were still in the "invasion threat" thinking, and each Coy. mounted a Bren for
Ack-Ack defence. Originally the Bren had a pipe-fitters dream attachment, which allowed it to be
mounted for fixed-lines and other defensive actions. You could spread three feet as a tripod, with the
fourth sticking up in the air, hang the Bren on it, and shoot down paratroopers and Stuka dive-
bombers. On clear days every Coy. mounted a Bren ready to fire with two gunners on duty. One of
these was near the tree-bush line, it was a warm day and the gunners were having a nap under a
nearby tree. Out of the bush wandered two highly inebriated lads who walked out and pulled the
trigger, sending off a fulI magazine. A1l hell broke loose. Every ofhcer and senior N.C.O. in the unit
showed up. The drunks went into the digger they had just got out the day before, and going in with
them were the duty gunners.

It was decided that a round hoie about 7 feet in diameter should be dug, the earth piled all around the
perimeter, the Bren could be mounted for Ack Ack, and the gunners while pivoting around would
have some protection from bomb fragments. Ratcliffe and Lapp were put to work. They were good
buddies, and often fooled around taking fake punches at each other. Ratcliffe miscalculated, hit
Lapp's jaw, and cracked it. So away he goes to the R.A.P. and then to hospital. It was discovered
that they were both half-corned. This resulted in some investigation. Somebody "Finked".

Across from A.Coy. was a swamp about 35 yards wide. On the other side was a cider mill
specialising in "rough "cider. It was nearly as strong as straight whiskey. It only had a wholesale
licence, and a minimum sale of 6 bottles about 60-70 oz. each was required. One of the guys made
friends with the local poachers, who taught him how to cross the swamp walking on certain clumps
of grass or reeds. Otherwise you were in up to your waist.

"Syndicates" emerged in A and C Coys. Groups would gather pennies, sixpences. shillings etc. to
buy a bottle. When there were six syndicates ready our local bootlegger r.vould cross and make a
purchase. On return each group took their bottle and carefully allotted the contents depending upon
the monies put up. Our bootlegger always wore a balaclava when crossing. We thought it's for
midges, but discovered it was for him to remain anonymous.

One aftemoon the syndicates were sitting on the bank watching our rum-runner then over the hill ran
the 2 ilc and down the hill yelling "I've got you, come here". Our hero just turned and headed back,
followed by Maior Southam, but he did not know where to tread and ended up to his waist. As he
plodded sodden up the hill past us, there was not a sound, or a smile, but as soon as he was over the
hill the howls broke out. That was the last bootlegger trip. It was too risky.'

The company then moved to Kingswood and were billeted in houses that ran alongside Walton
Heath golf course. The Canadian 48th Highlanders took part in the Italian campaign and Sergeant
Joseph William Lapp was killed on the 3'd October 1943 and is buried at the Bari War Cemetery. He
was a mamied man from Toronto and was 31 years of age.
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Ten years ago Diana Salisbury was in contact with some people who served in No. 3 Dental
Company, Canadian Dental Corps. They were stationed at the Red House in Newdigate.

CHANGING NAMES John Callcut

Heather MacKay recently contacted us as she has a relative who is interested in genealogy. He
discovered in a census retum that his ancestor, Thomas Sawyers, was bom in Newdigate and he
wondered what we could find out for him.

The l86lcensus duly showed Thomas Sawyers, aged 42, as a shopkeeper who was living at

Norwood near Croydon and his place of birth is shown as Newdigate. He was living there with his
wife Emma (41), bom in Banstead, and his children Elizabeth A (13 and bom in Charlwood), Mary
(10), Thomas (8), Emily C (6), Emma (4) and Jane (2) all bom in Croydon.

We could find no trace of Thomas in the l85l census and it was thought that he was in the amy.

By I 86 t he had moved to the St. Pancras area of London where he is described as a gardener born in
Charlwood. His name is shown as Sawyer and he was there with his wife, Thomas and Emily and
another child, Rosa C (6) who was born in St. Pancras.

Thus we can deduce that their first child was born in I 848 and by 1 851 they had moved to Norwood
and by 1865, when Rosa was born, they were in St. Pancras, London. It would be interesting to
obtain Elizabeth and Mary's birth certificate as it would show Thomas's address and occupation.

So now we needed to find whether Thomas was bom in Charlwood or Newdigate. There were no

entries in the Charlwood baptismal records but the Newdigate records were more revealing. There
were four children baptised at St. Peter's - Richard Sawyers (1810), John Sayers (1813), Thomas
Sayers (1818) and James Sayers (1820) - their parents were Richard and Elizabeth but note the
variations in spelling. Neither Richard senior's marriage nor baptism appear in the Newdigate or
Capel registers but a butcher by the name of John Sayers played a prominent part in village affairs in
the early part of the eighteenth century.

He was a church warden (1736, 1744 & 1745), overseer (1739), surveyor of highways (1728 &
1749),land tax collector (1726 & 1736) and he appears in the Land Tax Assessment of 1736 and was
assessed for ten lights in the window tax assessment. He died in 1752 but his gravestone has not
been recorded.

In Capel, Newdigate and Dorking I found the following variations of the name - Sawyer, Sawyers,
Sayers and Sayer. [n the days before literacy was common the curate or enumerator would have spelt
the name as spoken to him. As Newdigate was such a remote community it is not inconceivable that
the local residents may have spoken with a regional accent even differing from Dorking - much in
the same way that Sheffield, Leeds and Barnsley accents are all different - thus it is understandable
that the spelling would differ ifthe person was unable to spell it out. This, ofcourse, makes research
more difficult so we wish Heather's relative the best of luck.

My family of Callcuts were cordwainers, leather sellers and bootmakers in the East End of London
for nearly 200 years. The spelling ofthe name has remained constant and that is because they were
always able to sign their name. The census enumerators put down what they heard so I have found
Calcutt, Calcut, Calket, Callcutt etc. etc. so it is always necessary to do a wide spelling search when
researching census retums on line.
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HISTORY OF NEWDIGATE SCHOOL

In the last magazine we included a flyer for Jane Lilley's excellent book entitled:

Newdigate School - 1660-2010 - 350 Years ofLearning

We were needing just over three hundred pre-orders in order for printing to take place which we
thought we would achieve fairly easily, but the orders stalled on about one hundred and it looked as

if all Jane's work would be in vain. We are delighted to leam that a benefactor has kindly come
forward which will enable us to go to print.

The book tells the story ofthe school from its foundation in 1660, through four different buildings,
right up to the current time. It is richly illustrated throughout - I know because I scanned all the
pictures! (editor)

So ifyou want a copy ofthis delightful book please send cash or a cheque for f15.00 directly to the
school.

Published by the Newdigate Local History Society
Editor - J. Callcut as at Six Bells Barn, Village Street, Newdigate
Typeset by GaiCka Business Services - 01306 637717
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